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militarism, and culture for which the nations profess to 
be fighting? Little of this may we expect from nations 
first emerging from the heat of battle. 

Here is the opportunity of the United States. Cir- 
cumstances may call the United States to lict as media- 
tor, to preside at the peace negotiations. Should that 
come to pass, we should have a rare chance to serve civ- 
ilization by reconciling the adversaries and urging mod- 
eration in their demands and by representing the cause 
of justice and human welfare. Only if these enter into 
the settlement can it be lasting. 

This privilege can be ours only if we are fit. To be 
fit we must as nearly as possible be non-partisan and 
unprejudiced. Accordingly we should continue to study 
the causes of war and the required remedies with fair 
and open minds, so that in the day of settlement we may 
participate with both impartiality and knowledge. 

We have never had such a prospect of doing human- 
ity a service. We should not waste it by becoming par- 
tisan along with the rest of the world. 



Military Training in the Schools. 

One of the most immediate effects of the great war in 
Europe has been to stimulate among the American mili- 
tarists the determination to secure military training 
among all the school boys of our country, with a view 
ultimately to develop a great army after the European 
pattern. 

At a meeting of the Department of Superintendence 
of the National Education Association, held at Cincin- 
nati, February 24, 1915, the War Department proposed 
the appointment of a committee of conference, in order 
to secure ~the introduction in the public schools of mili- 
tary drill as a direct preparation for the event of war. 
The educators, however, immediately scented danger. 
The superintendent of public instruction in the State 
of Pennsylvania, Dr. Nathan C. Schaeffer, made a sig- 
nificant speech of protest, and succeeded in counteract- 
ing ihe proposals of the War Department. Practically 
the entire audience of superintendents rose and vigor- 
ously applauded, giving Dr. Schaeffer a genuine ovation. 

The military men, though much disturbed by the atti- 
tude of these leading educators, are not discouraged, 
and are following up their proposals by the usual ap- 
peals to patriotism to rally their forces. It is a situa- 
tion fraught with grave danger to the nation. The 
friends of peace ought at once, all of them, to bestir 
themselves, for unless strenuous efforts are made to pre- 
vent militarism from invading our schools, it is certain 
not to be long before we shall see it an accomplished fact. 

Some of Dr. Schaeffer's remarks deserve careful con- 
sideration : 

"It is a widespread notion that military drill benefits 
a boy's physique and that it is an essential part of 



physical education. If this be so, why are the girls 
excluded from military drill ? The war brides need as 
much bodily health and vigor as the soldiers who many 
them, if future generations are not to show signs of 
decadence. Military drill for girls would be the logical 
conclusion if military drill were essential to the develop- 
ment of a healthy body and a sound mind. Investiga- 
tions have shown the contrary to be true, and in these 
days nothing in educational practice is considered con- 
clusive unless based upon scientific experiments." 

Dr. Schaeffer then quoted various authorities to show 
the defectiveness of military drill as a means of physical 
culture. From the consideration of physical grounds 
he proceeded to the moral aspect of the question : 

"Military drill seeks to develop unquestioning obe- 
dience, . . . but it does not develop obedience to 
conscience, to a sense of right, and to the divine impera- 
tive of duty." . . . "Having been taught by mili- 
tarism that it is permissible to suspend the Decalogue 
for his country's sake, he. (the pupil) is in danger after- 
wards of repealing the Ten Commandments for his own 
sake whenever any advantage can thereby be gained in 
the political or financial world." 

Continuing, Dr. Schaeffer asked the question, Will 
preparedness for war prevent war? "The present Eu- 
ropean struggle is the answer to that question. . . . 
There might have been no war if there had been no 
military class anxious to try the inventions and prepara- 
tions which had been made during four decades." In 
conclusion, he pleaded for the teaching of history from 
the peace point of view, and, after referring to the Civil 
War, exclaimed : "If we would avoid plunging the land 
of the Stars and Stripes into another hell, let us keep 
military drill out of the public schools." 



The Significance of the Chicago 
Conference. 

The National Conference on Peace, held at Chicago 
during the closing days of February under the auspices 
of the Emergency Peace Federation and presided over 
by Miss Jane Addams, of Hull House, as chairman, and 
the director of the Central-West Department of the 
American Peace Society as secretary, was significant not 
only in that it was the first nation-wide gathering of 
American pacifists held since the beginning of the Euro- 
pean war, but especially because it enlisted the co-opera- 
tion of a number of bodies that have never before co- 
operated with the organized peace movement. The So- 
cialists, the Trade Unionists, the Fraternal Orders, a 
number of leading business men's organizations and edu- 
cational institutions, members of the established peace 
societies, judges of the bench, editors, and clergymen — 
all co-operated in a common effort to speak the Ameri- 
can mind in this crisis. The earnestness with which the 
various bodies declared their willingness henceforth to 
cease their individualistic attitude and, whatever might 



1915 



THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



79 



be their differences of viewpoint with reference to other 
matters, to co-operate in a common effort to bring about 
world organization shows in itself what a bond of union 
the peace ideal is. 

The great mass meeting in the colossal Sinai Temple 
will always be remembered as an historic one by those 
who were privileged to take part in it. Speaking to the 
same message and cordially promising to co-operate with 
one another were a Jewish Rabbi, a Catholic prelate, a 
Protestant college president, and an agnostic Socialist. 
Bach vied with the other to schedule a note of fraternity 
than which no more cordial one was ever heard in Chi- 
cago. 

As is pointed out elsewhere in this issue, the discus- 
sions of the conference were earnest, but in no way a 
violation of the principles of neutrality. At no time 
was there danger of arousing racial prejudice, despite 
the fears to that effect that were expressed by some when 
they first learned of the holding of such a conference. 
On the contrary, though men and women born in almost 
every one of the warring countries were present, they 
were unanimous in wanting bygones to be bygones and 
to face the future resolutely. 



The American Peace Society. 

Eighty-seventh Annual Meeting. 

The Eighty-seventh Annual Meeting of the American 
Peace Society will be held in Washington, D. C, on 
Friday, May 7, 1915, at the Raleigh Hotel. 

The Board of Directors will meet in the Oak Room 
of the hotel at 10 a. m. 

The annual meeting of the Society will be called to 
order in the same room at 2.30 p. m. The annual re- 
ports of the Board of Directors and the Treasurer, the 
election of officers and directors for the coming year, and 
other items of business will be transacted. The most 
important matter of business will be the election of a 
General Secretary to take the place which will be left 
vacant by the resignation of Dr. Trueblood. 

It is hoped that the members of the Society will make 
a special effort to attend the annual meeting. 

Benjamin F. Tkueblood, 

Secretary. 



Editorial Notes. 



Fifth American 
National Feace 
Congress. 



The Executive Committee of the 
American Peace Society has decided to 
accept the repeated invitations from 
California to hold the Fifth American Peace Congress 
at San Francisco this year. It will probably occur 
during the month of October. No previous Congress 
has been offered more attractive opportunities for pub- 
licity than this, the resources of ' the Panama-Pacific 
Exposition Bureau of Congresses having been placed 



at the disposal of the friends of the Congress. The 
hall accommodations will be of the best. Mr. James 
A. Barr, director of Congresses at the Exposition, writes 
that the authorities are highly gratified to know that 
the Fifth American Peace Congress will meet in San 
Francisco. He adds : "Let me say to you, very frankly, 
that your decision is more gratifying to me than any- 
thing that has occurred during the three years I have 
had charge of this bureau. The needs of the world, and 
especially the awful conditions in Europe, fully justify 
a great Peace Congress, and especially as San Francisco 
will certainly during this year be the international cen- 
ter of the world." 

Mr. Robert C. Root, Pacific coast director of the 
American Peace Society, writes: "We rejoice at your 
decision. You can rest assured that we shall leave noth- 
ing undone that we can do here in California." 



Honor to Presi- The Executive Committee of the 
dent Burton and A^i^n Peace Society entertained 
Mr. Bartholdt. ^ . , . „ , ^ , ,, _ . 

Friday evening, March o, at the uni- 
versity Club, Washington, in honor of the President of 
the American Peace Society, Hon. Theodore E. Burton, 
and a fellow-member of the committee, Hon. Richard 
Bartholdt, of Missouri, who have both served in Con- 
gress for nearly a quarter of a century. At the dinner 
each of the retiring legislators spoke interestingly of the 
present war and the position of the United States in re- 
lation to it. Congressman James L. Slayden, of Texas, 
a member of the committee, was toastmaster. 

Mr. Burton was repeatedly referred to as the next 
candidate of the Republican party for the President of 
the United States. The toastmaster, himself a Demo- 
crat, introduced Mr. Burton as the most dangerous man 
facing the Democratic party today. Mr. Burton's speech 
revealed no apparent interest in such a candidacy; he 
did, however, refer feelingly to his twenty-two years of 
life in the United States Congress and to the friends he 
had made here. Turning to the subject of the war in 
Europe, he expressed regret that it had resulted in an 
increase in the military spirit in our country. He said 
that this could, however, be but temporary; that the 
work of the peace party was destined ultimately to suc- 
ceed. He urged the importance of looking upon the 
future as hopeful and expressed his confidence in an in- 
creased interest in the cause of world peace, which he 
feels sure will follow the present war. 

Jackson H. Ralston elaborated upon the importance 
of Mr. Burton's proposed trip to South America. Out 
of his personal acquaintance with that country Mr. 
Ralston expressed the feeling that Mr. Burton's trip will 
accomplish definite results toward the creation of a bet- 
ter feeling throughout Pan-America. Other speakers 
of the evening were Rev. Dr. Jay T. Stocking, Thomas 
Raeburn White, Esq., of Philadelphia; 'Simon Wolf, 



